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MISSOULA-The University of Montana basketball team opens its season on the road against
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, S.D. Tuesday and the University of South Dakota in
Vermillion on Wednesday.
Coach Lou Rocheleau, appointed head coach last March, flew with his charges to
Sioux Falls Monday for the opener and left Missoula with a great deal of confidence.
"We have the makings of a good ball club," he said on departure from the Missoula
airport.

"I think our defense will be tough and give our offense a chance to mature."

He said his defense looked ahead of the offense which is normal for this time of
year.

However, Rocheleau said the offense started jelling last week.
Rocheleau plans to employ a triple

post offense with 6-7 Lonzo Lewis, 6-8 Ray Howard

and 6-7 Earl Tye manning the positions.
The new coach said the new attack is more versatile and poses a multiple of defensive
problems.

He plans to work the give and go to guards Don Wetzel and Mike Vernon and said

the attack provides excellent opportunites for picks for the guards.
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Rocheleau expects both Augustana and South Dakota to run a lot on offense and use
pressing defenses.

The Montana mentor also expects the Vikings and Coyotes to throw a

few zone defenses against the Grizzlies.
He said of the two, Augustana is the most experienced.

The Vikings had a miserable

8-17 season last year and were 4-10 in North Central Conference action.

Coach Ed

Stevens has all five starters back from last season.
Stevens has 6-5 forward Joey Rathe, a junior, returning. Rathe shot 54 per cent from
the field last year and held a 14.7 point per game average.
(More)
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Other Augustana starters returning include 6-8 sophomore center Bill Gross, 6-7 senior
forward Ken Peden, 6-2 junior guard-forward Lyle Pearson and 6-2 senior guard Gary Addington.
Top Viking newcomers include Sam Milanovich, 6-1 sophomore guard who transferred from
Rochester Junior College and freshman Vince Johnson, 6-5 center who led Sioux Falls
Lincoln High School to the South Dakota Class A title last winter.
South Dakota lost seven lettermen including Academic All-American and All-North Central
Conference guard Bill Hamer.

The Coyotes were 15-10 last season and have two lettermen

returning, 6-1 junior guard Tom. Resner and 6-9 sophomore center Chuck Iverson.
Coach Bob Mulcahy said the South Dakota team is the youngest team in the three
years h e ’s been at the Vermillion school.

"While lacking experince, we have better shooters

and consequently have a more balanced attack.'
Mulcahy is counting on four junior college transfers and four freshmen to pickup the
slack from the 1970 team that finished second in the North'Central Conference race.
The four J.C. transfers include Ron Coughter, 6-4 Taft (Calif.) J.C. ; Chuck Schmid*-,
6-4 Esterville (Iowa) J . C . ; Tom Van Bocken, 6-4 Central (Kansas) J.C. and Clarence Archie,
6-4 Sioux Empire (Iowa) J.C.
The four freshmen are RollieBorth, 6-7 from Pierre, S.D. ; Dennis Jones, 6-6 from
Yanton, S.D.; Mike Bird, 6-3 from Elk Point, S.D. and Charles Cutler, 5-11 from South
Bend, Ind.
Rocheleau said he plans to use 5-8 sophomore guard Jeff Nord, 5-10 guard Mike
Heroux and forwards Howard Clark, 6-6 and Larry Chapman, 6-4 al~o.
Grizzly players Willie Bascus, 6-5 forward and Van Van Pie.en, 6-6 forward will
be eligible after

fall- quarter.

Montana’s first home game is Dec. 14 against Washington State followed by a Dec. 16
clash against the University of Northern Colorado in the Adams Field House.

